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National Rail Safety Law – Shift Lengths 
 
Dear Members,  
 
Last week, the AFULE state office received notification from members, coinciding with a call 
from the Office of the National Rail Safety Regulator (ONRSR) relating to reports of Traincrew 
working shifts beyond the maximum allowable shift lengths.  
 
The legislation is clear –  
 
For Traincrew in Driver Only Configuration, the maximum allowable shift length in 
control of a train, by law is 9 hours. 
 
For Traincrew in Two Driver Configuration, the maximum allowable shift length in 
control of a train, by law is 12 hours. 
 
These shift lengths are enshrined into the National Rail Safety Law and where Traincrew 
breach these shift lengths – you may be prosecuted. 
 
I have attached (click here) the latest ONRSR FAQ regarding shift lengths and fatigue, 
including what actually constitutes “driving” a train.  
 
I urge you to review and become knowledgeable with the attached document.  
 
Although they may try, Operators do not have the authority to overrule these mandatory 
maximum shift lengths. The only time a member of Traincrew may be in control of a train 
beyond these hours is where there is an imminent/ immediate risk to person or plant. 
 
If you feel pressured to breach this legislation, I urge you to advise your supervisor of the 
legislation and contact your local rep or the AFULE state office.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact your state office on 3844 9163, email 
traincrew@afule.org.au or contact your local AFULE representative.  
 
In Solidarity, 

 
Mick McKitrick,  
State Secretary 
 

https://mcusercontent.com/6ca636b181fba49268565c539/files/e1f2c5ad-95c4-936e-0408-71ad441e1f82/Fact_Sheet_Interpretation_of_Queensland_Specific_Fatigue_Requirements_FAQs.pdf
mailto:traincrew@afule.org.au

	Circular: 118/22

